The Portknoakle Viltage Neutspaper

THE

Voknne 8" fssue 3
Ee.ster 2OOr

K'NOGKAR

f)^

PORTKNOCKIE PRIMARY SCHOOT
TO STAY OPEN AND *AYE AFLOAT'N!
The village primary school has won
its way through The MoraY Council
'Stage 1' review of educational estate. The school's future is guaranteed for the next five years. The decision to respect the status of the
school was taken on WednesdaY 14ft
February 2A07 at a meeting of the
Council's Educational Services Committee, in Elgin - a meeting so crucial for education in MoraY that it
was broadcast live on the Council's
new webcast facilities.
Portknockie was one of six village
schools judged viable to continue for
another five years before another review would be considered. The successful outcome was due to the vigorous response by the village during
the consultation period leading up to
the Stage 1 review. Council Commit-

tee members paid fulsome tributes to

"the strength of support from the
community...imaginative suggestions...a genuine attempt to market
Portknockie as a tourist destination...";

and referred to the village as

The change for Portknockie is to integrate the
public and school library in the school. This
will enable the Council to sell offthe existing
building in Park Street. The arrangement
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The battle is won but the war continues. The village must, over the next

knockie

five years, show that it can follow
through on the wide-ranging plans
put forward to develop and support
the school in the future. See pp 4 artd
5 for a report on the Stage I consultation meeting of 29fi January and
comments from Portknockie Community Council Chair, Alan Beresford and the school Action Group's
Pearl Murray following the meeting
of Moray Council on February 14th
to decide the future of our school.

PORTKNOCKIE LTBRARY BOOKS ITS
FUTURE WITH THE SCHOOL
Moray Council is consulting on proposals to
rationalise the library services it can provide.
For some communities this Review will lead
to the closure of existing libraries and their
replacement with visiting mobile vans'

lnside this issue:

keeps local library provision alive and helps
make better value use of our school building-a major element in the case the village
made to secure ow school from closure.
The transfer is planned for 2008/9 and the
estimated cost is f,15 000. An integrated
public and school library has distinct advantages encouraging the community in working
closely with the school. What do you think?
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VILLAGE NEWS & AROUND:
Members of the Youth Club who sang carols
around the village before Christmas were all very
grateful for the support shown to them by residents'
Nearly f 100 was raised which has been put towards
the Club's running costs.
Welcome to recent incomers to the village: Sue and
Peter Cross who have moved into Tir-na-Nog, 1l Mid
Street with their two cats from Camberley in Suney.
Rachel and Graham Dougall, who stay in Lochinver,
Sutherland and who are renovating 9 Mid Street.
They will be moving here when they can! Craig
Macbeth has taken over 4 Blantyre Place, the old Post
Office, and has moved here from Findhorn. He is a
Merchant Navy navigation officer and is working
currently on the world's largest privately-owned
yacht. His hobbies include subaqua sport and sky
diving! Paul and Delia Fletcher with son, Ashley,
have moved into 18 Harbour Place with Tinka, the
cat. They moved to Scotland a couple ofyears ago
from Worcestershire and have been living in CornhillAshley has a business selling fossils. Anyone into
palaeontology and looking for a trilobite or ammonite
ask Ashley. A very warm welcome to Portknockie!
The Freak Big Bang: Around 9.30 pm on Sunday
21"1 January the normal quiet of Portknockie was rent
by a sudden, sharp electrical crack, eerie lightning in
the sky and adramatic, thunderous bang. Every
house shook and it seemed almost as if the village
was under attack. Some folk thought there had been
an aircraft or vehicle crash nearby- House lights
flickered, TV screens faded, electrical wiring and
switches burnt out, telephones, computers and
modems crashed and, in a few cases, actual physical
damage was done to ceilings and fumishings. It was
sheer luck whether your property suffered damage or
escaped trouble comPletelY!
The epicentre of the damag€ was at Pat and Dennis
Smith's home at 33 Seafield Street where the bolt of
lightning struck their chimney, roared down the lum,
blew part of the log ftre away, destroyed some of the
house appliances, although not the TV, burnt out the
house wiring, left a hole in their ceiling and then burst
out of the house wall leaving a hole to the outside,
damaging the gas connection pipes and cracking the
wall harling in various places. Dennis, fortunately,
was not hurt although he had an enormous shock as
the bang happened, the fireplace broke up and the
house was plunged into complete darkness. The
adjoining properties also suffered some damage to
electrical wiring.

One resident reported being overtaken by a fiery ball
of bluish light as he drove down Seafield Street. This
seemed to suggest and later, according to the P&J, it
was confirmed by the Met Offrce in Aberdeen that
Portknockie had been struck by a rare occurrence of
St Elmo's Fire. The name derives from Erasmus a
martyr of the early Christian church and the patron
saint of sailors. It is an unusual weather phenomenon
that can occur during electrical storms when the air
reaches a very high voltage and forms a bluish ball of
hot, ionized gases which hovers around seeking to be
grounded on any convenient sharp pointed conductor
- at sea this is most often the masthead of ships- In
this case the corona discharge was not on a passing
ship but, most unfortunately, the Smith's chimney!
Dennis, himself, is not so sure that it was a case of
St Elmo's Fire as this weather phenomenon is not

normally associated with material damage. Either
way it seemed to be a freak and unwelcome instance
of lightning damage for this village.
The following day the Post Office was unable

to

provide its normal service because its computer
systems were down as a direct result of this unusual

incident. Computers and telephones

were also

disrupted at the school and the library. The extent of
the damage stretched from Findochty to Deskford and
the explosion was heard in Buckie. Some folk were
lucky with their home insurance claims but a number
of residents discovered that their insurance policies
did not cover "acts of God". This damaging incident
Illustrated, once again, how well people can react to a
crisis. The Smiths were most heartened by the quick
generous response ofneighbours in connecting uP an
emergency power link, bringing round meals and
offering temporary accommodati on.

A Thank you from Dennis and Pat Smith
As most people in Portknockie will already know, our
house at 33 Seafield Street was struck by lightning
during the evening of January 21"t. The tremendous
bang blew the back leg offour wood-burning stove,
filled the living room with smoke and bits of ceiling
and put all the lights out. lronically, we were
watching "Waking the Dead" on TV at the time.
Our house was left with no electricity or gas and three
weeks down the line nothing, apart from the
installation of a temporary double socket, has
changed. (Ed. Hope all is well now!).
The atmosphere is not made more romantic by the use
of candles and paraffin lamps, either! lfwe only had
the energy generated by three weeks of paper
shuffling'aiour insurers and their contractors we

-

I

would have all the doors and windows open instead
of huddling round a Calor Gas heater.
Since the event we have been inundated with offers
help, accommodation and food, to the point of
embarrassment. The hospitality and friendliness of
the folk ofPortknockie is beyond compare and our
heartfelt thanks go out to ev€ryone.

of

We would also like to offer special thanks to Brian
and Rosanna Mair for providing us with a meal twice
a day and use oftheir shower; George and Aileen
Stephen for the donation of electricity, via their own
extension reel; Brian and Val Donaldson for a slap-up

meal; Tom and Glynis Rowe for a tray of delicious
baking; and finally Pearl Murray and the Community
Council for the donation ofliquid central heating nothing to "Grouse" about there!
Once again, thank you all.

The First K'nocker Audio Digest was well received
by Lois Mair and she was very grateful to the
editorial team that produced this hial podcast ofthe
village newspaper. She enjoyed how she could listen
to the content in her own time and she expressed the
hope that further issues might be forthcoming.
Copies are still available from Margret Wood in the
Library - a very worthwhile memento for f,5.

At the Graduation Ceremony of The Robert
Gordon University, Aberdeen (December 2006)

Jennifer Cowie B Sc., sHamewitht, Portknockie
was awarded a Master of Science in Instrumental
Analytical Sciences. Jennifer is a former pupil of
Portknockie School and Buckie Community High
School.

An E-mail update has arrived from Charlie Slater,
brother of Morag Reid, who migrated to Australia in
1964. He had been reading the Christmas issue of the
K'nocker having downloaded it from the village
website. He was happy to read about various people
he knew well when he lived here and he is glad they
are still in touch. Firstly, Margaret Bazaud who he
remembers staying in the house next door to the air
raid shelter opposite the Police House. Charlie taught
Margaret to play badminton while she was still
attending the Fordyce Academy. Margaret's father
ran the butcher business at the bottom ofPark Street
(now our Library).
He also mentions Helen Forman * Charlie used to
live opposite her father's shop at 14 and then 16
Pulteney Street. Charlie used to run messages for
"Wullie Slater, the grocer" and he and his brother,

Sandy were taught fretwork by their father to make
Christmas presents of pipe racks, letter holders and
dolls houses from Wullie's empty tea boxes. Charlie
recalls Wullie's daughters, Nettie and Millie who
Iived in Park Street. He writes - "Ann Bruce of
'Brucie the Bakers' was a very pleasant and soft
spoken lady and her brothers were very nice to know.
George Stephen became their message boy delivering
the rolls and butteries in the mornings while I was

delivering mutton, corn beef and sausages for Jock
Stewart, the butcher in Church Street."
Charlie lists the village shops in the 1940s Bakers:
Addison's (became Watt Hepburn's), Bruce's and
Davie Calder's. Butchers: George McKay, John
Bruce and Downie's who sold out to John Stewart.
Chemist: Johnnie Lovie who used to stitch wounds
and administer first aid. He saved many lives and he
also used to put suffering animals to sleep. Grocers:

Wullie Slater, John Shanker, Provost Falkner in
Church Street and Bruce's, the butchers. Shoe Shop
and Souter (shoe maker): Slater in New Street and
Jimmie Slater (Postie) up from the chemist's. Chip
Shop: Ritchie's. Ship Chandler: The Pirie's at the
bottom ofReidhaven Street (the building later used
by the Rover Scout crew)- Fish Market: "Weldies"
doon the brae. Newsagent and Barberns: Fisher's.
He then writes - " Alex Legge,Lizzie, young Alex
and Nettie were well known to me fintly through
being one of their 'Tattie Gaitherers' and then when I
worked at the Baud's Smiddy where I used to shoe
their two horses as well as the horses of Bill Simpson
who lived next door to Lizzie's byre.. I can still
recall making a girdle (griddle) for Nettie which had a
loop on top ofthe bow handle so that she could hang
it on the swye (a steel beam that swung out over the
open fire with an adjustable chain and hook) to keep
bannocks and breed (oatcakes) warm until needed.
Andrew Leel used to work for them as horseman and
he lived in the house with the little porch which now
belongs to the Porteus family (Ed, 2 Church Street).
The air raid siren was on a platform just inside the
Police House gate and used to be operated by
cranking a handle. After the War our new Bobbie
was Walter Paris who I believe stayed in the village
until he retired from the force."
Best regards, Charlie.

David Pirie from Aberdeen writes in with further
stories about Bruce's Bakery (last issue).

"The K'nocker never fails to stir up happy memories
for me, and I am sure for a lot of my age group -

bairns of the i930s. Bruce the Baker or as it was
better known 'Ann Bruche's'-

J*USES

I had to smile when I read that the shop closed at
6pm. The door was locked at 6pm but a lot of
trading went on after six at the house door' I cannot
ever recall ever seeing Ann's mother but I knew her

voice. When Ann served you at the door, her mother
used to shout from the living room "Noo my loon
shove it up yaur ganzie to hide it". I think it was
against the law to sell after hours-

On Saturdays Ann laid out a mouth watering
selection ofsweets on the left hand counter. A big
favourite was Palm caramels. Ann could show the
modem experts on hygiene a thing or two - that shop
was a showpiece of cleanliness!
To the younger generation I

will explain

that before

electricity came to Portknockie around 1947 the
houses were lit by gas. Gas lights needed very
fragile mantles. I remember being sent to Ann's for
them and carrying them home ever so carefully in
their little cardboard boxes.
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Kerry, Susan, Claire & Joanne

January's dark nights brought several instances

of

vandalism in the village. The dolphin feature by Cliff
Terrace was tipped over the brae, metal hanging
trough brackets on the School railing were damaged,
cobbles surrounding the roundabout in Haig Street
were kicked out onto the road surface and the wooden
carving of a Fulmar by the dolphin seat overlooking
Cullen Bay was thrown over the cliff face. Later Carl
and Mary Thorpe took the risk of climbing down the
steeply sloping cliffabove the water to retrieve the
sculpture. A fine pair ofhelping hands! Sad to report
the Fulmar sculpture disappeared once again some
time between the 8s and l2e March. Anyone feel
responsible enough to say what has happened to it?

A new notice board has been place at the Bridge
Street end ofthe cycle track to Cullen' The board
features coloured illustrations ofthe village and a
briefdescription ofthe enjoyable things to see and do
when passing througb Portknockie'
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The School's Stage I Review triggered by falling
pupil numbers (47Voltookplace in apacked school
hall on Monday 29n January. The public meeting
was chaired by JeffHamilton, Vice Chair of Moray
Educational Services Committee and Donald Duncan,
the Director of Educational Services and Alistair
Farquhar, Head of Educational Resource Services
were present to hear local views and to answer
questions about the review process. A number of
local Councillors led by Ron Shepherd also attended
with fhree members of the Moray Schools Forurn.
Representatives from various village groups
expanded on and gave support to the proposals for
making better use of the spare capacity at the School
contained in the submission that was submitted to
Moray Council by the Community Council. In a
paper summarising local responses to the Stage I
review circulated by Mr Farquhar it was recogrrised
that Portknockie has shown a strong desire to retain
its village school and that residents favoured making
a broader, more community-based use of the school.
Constructive ideas for using the spare capacity put
forward included moving the library and the tourist
access point into the school, a mothers and toddlers
group, nurse-led heahh clinics, adult leaming classes,
a heritage information centre and a summer camp
provision. Clearly this range of uses would need
careful feasibility study and should not overwhelm
the main users ofthe site, the village primary age
children. The educationpaper also projected that the
occupancy level at the school by 2012 was expected
to rise to 63Vo, above the tigger level set for review.
The meeting was a constructive exchange of views
and people seemed to leave feeling more optimistic
that the school's future could be secured. The next
step wilt be the Council's assessment of the Stage 1
rwiew at a meeting on 126 February. The outcome
hoped for is that the Portknockie School has a future
and that it will get a five year reprieve period in
which to re-establish itself as a viable institution.
the school is still not seen as having a viable future a
statutory stage 2 exercis€ of consultation would

If

follow, which could lead to a merger with another
school, mothballing or even closure.

Not only must we strive to ensure that these measures
are implemented, we must continually seek in the
future to ensure that we never again fall foul ofthe

To your editor, this democratic exercise was a model
example of how Community Planning, long time in
coming for Moray, can be effectively rolled out. The
village was informed about a key issue facing local
services (overcapacity in Primary Schools). Ways
forward were sought from the community and then
the Moray Council and its partners undertook to
consult jointly on our proposals in order to agree a
negotiated plan of action through a series of staged
reviews. The Council and the major public service
providers were seen to be engaged and listening and
the community was given all the help it needed to
participate fully in the planning process and to be an
equal partner in the agreed outcomes.

over-capacity issue."

Portknockie School *Aye Afloat"! Comment by
the Action Group:
The reprieve of the village primary school for at least
five years brought this comment from Pearl Murray,
Chair of the school's Action Group:

was a long road that took us to the
Council Chambers on 146 February, to

"It

hear the Council's decision on our

it

was more than nail-biting
by when we got there. But three words
sum it up: 'Who dares, wins'.
school, and

This, of course, is the motto of the SAS, who base
their successes on thorough preparation and good
discipline. These have been the hallmarks of the
campaign by the village in defense of its school.
However, the SAS is also noted for its followthrough and this is something that Portknockie must
emulate as well. Alan Beresford. Chair of the

Portknockie Community Council, emphasised this in
his comments during a joint statement by the PCC
and the School Action GrouP:

"The last two years have been a wake-up
call, and we as a community must bear
the lessons they have taught very close to
our hearts.

To this end, no option must be left
unscrutinised to maximize the potential to
deliver other services through the school
which will in turn augment the quality of
life in the village and its attractiveness to
those considering making it a home.

VILLAGE IN BLOOM

2OO7:

At the 2007 public Planning Meeting l8 residents met
and discussed plans for this year's Village in Bloom
display. Reflecting on last year's show several useful
proposals were made for improvement. Amongst the
ideas: a more emphatic colour co-ordination for the
Church Street planters and hanging baskets, clearer
labels on the sponsored barrels, replacement or repair
of the welcome boat at the east end of the village,
cleaning ofthe graffiti from the Bridge Street bus
sheher and cutting back of permanent planting in the
Old Railway Cutting, the Haig Street circle, the Flood
feature in front ofthe school and the Beach area at the
west end of King Edward Terrace.

Other repairs necessary are to the plant trough frames
along the school railing, the dolphin feature at Cliff
Terrace, the half barrels at the north end of Admiralty
Street and the cobbles surounding the Haig Street
circle. A good spring clean is required along the
cycle track towards Cullen, on the Addison Street
banking, the braes overlooking the harbour and in the

Old Railway Cutting.
New features proposed include a world destinations
signpost in the middle of the Haig Street circle that
will be given as a project to some of our children, a
lighthouse and a makeover for the Cottage Garden at
the end of Station Road. Plans are in hand to ensure
that the junior entry to the competitions will integrate
with the School's eco-curriculum for pupils. It is
anticipated that parerrts will want to get involved in
some of tlre school projects which will be a good
demonstration of our community commitment to
Village in Bloom. It is also proposed to invite all
residents and businesses to put out tubs or hanging
baskets outside during the judging days for Village in
Bloom in July and August. The best displays on the
judging days will be awarded certificates.
To help the team with the demanding task of watering
and weeding planted containers during the summer, it
is planned to ask residents with tubs or planter outside
their house if they would mind maintaining the health
ofthe plants during any dry conditions in July and
August. Simple advice on carrying out this task for
the community will be available.
Each year we need some f,4 000 to bring the
in Bloom display up to standard. If you like

Village
to see

Portknockie in bloom throughout the summer now rs
the time to dig dip in the purse and help us find the
funding that it needs.

PORTKNOCKIE CHIP SHOP
Ron & Dee look forward to serving you with

traditional fish supper
Opening Hours

Mon-Thurs: 4.30-8pm, Fri-Sat: 4.30-9
THE BEST-KEPT GARDEN COMPETITION:
There has been no firm reaction fiom residents to the
suspension of this village competition last summer so
it has been decided not to organiseitagain this year.
The competition can remain in abeyance until interest
is re-kindled and volunteers come forward to form an
organising group.

COMMUNITY COUNCIL NEWS:
The Council now comprises: Chairman: Alan
Beresford (8405341 07790023983), Secretary: Janice
Smith (842826), Vice Chair: Helen Sammon
(841794) Treasurer: Gladys McKenzie {840542,
Press Secretary: Pearl Murray (841087) with Lil
Urquhart, Sam Muir, Cathleen Harper and the two
Junior Councillors - Lauren Pirie and Karlie
Thomas. Two vacancies are yet to be filled.
The Community Council played a leading role in
presenting the case for retaining our local school at
ih" Op*n nu"ning on 296 January where residents
met Moray Education officers and Councillors to
consider whether Portknockie School's future should
be safeguarded. Members of the PCC were present
later at the Moray Council meeting in Elgin on the
14ft February where Councillors accepted the case for
keeping our village school open for at least the next
five years. The Portknockie submission to the
Council came in for some fulsome praise from the
elected Moray members - "Imaginative suggestions"
about shared facilities, "genuine attempt to market
Portknockie as a tourist destination", "impressed by
the strength of support from the community,
"impressed by the spirit ofthe presentations" (at the
open meeting on the 296 January), "Portknockie is
renowned for its spirit". A considerable coup indeed!

A questionnaire has been completed giving PCC
views on local policing. Three concerns were
highlighted - the lack ofvisible policing in the

village, the infrequent presence of the police at PCC

meetings and criticism of the level of service being
received by residents when contacting the Grampian

Police Call Centre.

It should

be noted that anyone or any organisation
wishing to make use of the new Portknockie Coat of
Arms must first seek prior permission from the PCC.

A new bus shelter is to be erected by the Millennium
Garden in Church Street and the PCC has asked
whether the existing Bridge Street shelter might be
cleaned up.

COIV1MUNITY ASSOCIATION NEWS:
a local fire safety expert has carried out
risk assessment at the Mc Boyle Hall in the light of
recent, tougher new fire safety regulations for public

Mike Hallett,
a

buildings. Recommendations include

regular

testing

of the fire alarm system, renovations to the Hall fuse
box and clearer instructions on fire safety matters for
Hall users to acknowledge. An attempt this year will
be made to raise the money for replacing the rotting
wooden fascia boards with low maintenance pvc
boarding. The likely cost of this repair is f4 00O.
The Committee has decided to enter a Portknockie
team in the upcoming Rotary Club of Buckie Six
Harbours Walk on May 6'h. Any resident interested
in joining this village team should contact Helen &
David Field at 7 Admiralty Street, who will be our

local organisers. Under the rules of the walk, half of
the sponsored money raised by each team can go to
their own selected charity - that means you will be

walking partly for village amenities. Information,
maps and entry forms for the Walk can be obtained
from www. rota ryclubofbuckie.org.uk

Other sponsorship ideas for the year will include a reopening ofthe Thrift Shop and sponsorship ofthe
Village in Bloom barrels and hanging baskets.
Recent donations gratefully received include f,lOO
from local Masons, f,400 from Lord Seafield via the
Community Council and f,150 from the sale of
calendars in the Paper Shop. The Pancake Tea on
Tuesday 27th February contributed a further f,303
pounds to PCA funds.

The Hundred Club draws: December 2006 bonus
draw f,50 - Peggy Stevenson; f,30 - Alex Ritchie; f,20
- Jackie Smith; f l0 - Donald Morrison; f5 - Jim
Johnstone January 2007 f l5 - Jean Muir; tl0 - Marc
Wood; f,5 - Pearl Murray. February 2007 Lls -Helen
Geddes; f,10 - Janine Mair; f,5 - Brenda Cowie.
The 2007 subscription is due NOW!

MORAY CITIZENS'PANEL:

putting out sunflower hearts in a feeder to try and

The latest Survey sought views and experience on
various issues relating to Health & Social Care in
Moray. Topics covered the effectiveness of the ban
on smoking in public places, the sort of help that
would encourage people to become more active in
improving their health (eating properly, physical
activity etc), whether school meals improvements
have been effective and should we be more concerned
about alcohol intake in Moray? Views were sought
on using Moray Social care services and the use of
new technology to help more people remain in their
own homes for care. Other issues raised included the
difficulties people can experience in accessing health
and social care seryices and the problem of people
missing GP and hospital appointments. For Moray in
2006 25o/o of GP appointments and 9% of hospital
appointments were missed. The question was posed
how best can this incidence of missed appointments
be reduced? Do you feel this is a local issue?

bird food" as every bird seems to love it particularly
the goldfinches. It's also a lot less messy than other
seeds and nuts as there is no husk. I have to fill the
feeder twice a day and what spills out feeds spaffows,
chaffinches, starlings, dunnocks and blackbirds oh,
and the occasional greenfinch. The niger feeder now
gets topped up only about once a week. I first fed the
sunflower hearts at the time of the RSPB's Big
Garden Bird Watch in January, to bring more birds in
to the garden so I was really pleased to count at least

attract greenfinches, It seems that this is the "super

HOW TO ENCOURAGE WILDLIFE:
The Royal Horticultural Society wants gardeners to
learn to love slugs and snail and other creepycrawlies because they form the staple diet for many
wild animals that feed on them - hedgehogs, voles,
birds, frogs and toads. So you are urged to make your
gardens more attractive to wildlife by introducing in
them a range of animal-friendty plants and ugly bugs
and slugs.

r
r
o
o
r
.
r
o
r

Let grass grow across your driveway
Introduce a compost heap
Use mulch around your bedding areas
Stack or bury a few logs for beetle grubs
Put in a pond for frogs and pond skaters
Try to have at least one growing tree
Cut holes in any decking and grow plants
Allow part of your garden to run wild
Leave some flowers to go to seed

This way you can cr€ate your own sanctuary for local
have not got the space or the heart to
take this action remember to pay a visit to our own
corridor for wildlife spread along the old railway line
between Hill Street and Bridge Street. It is great for
seeing and listening to birds and observing butterflies.

wildlife. If you

twelve goldfinches feeding on them that day.

We've had a lot of extra blackbirds over the winter
months but they all enjoy the raisins that we put out.

The song thrush we used

to

see nervously

in

the

background in the hope of a missed raisin got really
brave and started to come to the front. The blackbirds
really try and bully him but he stands his ground now
and where as they are using up lots of energy to see

him off, he calmly gets a couple of raisins and retires.
He even comes to the window when he sees us inside
but as the year is progressing he is too busy singing to
bother with raisins. He sits atop a tall conifer over on
Seafield Terrace and it's a real joy to hear him. Their
song is easily recognized as they repeat each phrase
twice. I can hear him now as I write this.
During the really cold snap in January I spotted what
I estimated to be about three hundred fieldfares in the
fields to the right past the Kirk house. There was an
odd blackbird and redwing amongst them plus a few
gulls and they all seemed to be feeding on whatever
was in the ground. They were there for the duration of

the bad weather which was three or four days.
Fieldfares are a winter visitor from Scandinavia
although there are records of them breeding
parts of Britain now.

in some

Also in January we were out for a walk and went
down to the harbour where I spotted a Shag on the
water just a little way out. Alongside it was a herring
gull which was waiting for a free fish! Every time the
shag dived for a fish the gull flew to where it popped
up and bullied the shag to give it up. This happened
five or six times while we watched. I would imagine
that this is quite a common occurrence but it was the
first time I'd seen it. I have seen gulls chasing crows

"WILD ABOUT PORTKNOCKIE" a series of

andjackdaws to get them to give up food and I know
that gulls readily regurgitate their food if they feel
threatened. I saw this at first hand when we once had
an injured common gull for a few weeks. We kept

Well, it took niger seed to attract goldfinches to our
garden but they hardly look at that since I started

to buy

local nature notes by Mary ThorPe:

him in an enclosure while he recuperated and

I

used

whitebait to feed him but if you went
anywhere near him after he had fed he would just

it up! This really puzzled me at the time as I
didn't realise that this behaviour is common when

The New Pintie: the quay at right angles

they are threatened. Better to lose your food than get

The Port Hill: the large rock which protects the
harbour from the northeast. Behind the rock is the
large Port Hill Cave, a stony beach and a small cave
called the Rotten Cave. The long strip of rock lying
offthe Port Hill is the Sweer Wife.
The Port Hill Stooch: the channel where the Port
Hill joins the Lang Quay, the youngsters who jump

give

attacked.

We had a very good view of three Roe deer when we
were walking to Cullen one Sunday down the railway
line. They came from our right where the old dump
used to be and bounded across in front of us before
running down the slope where the repairs were done a
couple of years ago. The last we saw of them they
were crossing the burn down on the golf course. I
think they were a family of hinds as there were no

visible antlen.

large.

Spring is definitely in the air and the beautiful yellow
lesser celandines and primroses are starting to show.

Plants in the garden are coming on with worrying
speed and this only the second week of March!

I

have noticed some skeins of geese flying at height
I would guess they are starting to leave our shores

so

to r€turn to their Arctic breeding grounds. That

is

surely a sign of Spring!

the

into it know it

as

the Rock of Doom.

The Cuttie Coo Roadie: the track from the foot of
Victoria Street down to the Lang Quay.

The Green Castle: The large grass-covered rock
with its rocky headland. On the

Carl spotted a little bat the other night buzzing about
over our garage. I would think it was a pipistrelle
coming out of its hibernation in the hope of a stray
moth or two though I doubt it would have found
much. Having said that I did spot a tiny moth on my
kitchen window last night and I have also seen clouds
of midges on milder days and even a huge bumble
bee today(8'h March) feeding on an ever flowering
blue hebe bush. I'm no expert on bees so cannot
identifu them and this one was very black and very

to

breakwater.

east side is

the open-

roofed Doos Cave. Behind the point is Larren,s
Hole where daring youngsters jump fiom the clifftop.
The Hythie: the shore on the east side of the Green
Castle. The rock in the Hythie is the Rossetti.
The Three Creeks Shore: the beach area below
Patrol Road adjoining th€ Hythie.

The Twinnies: the two similar rocks off the Three
Creeks beach. The cave at the west end ofthe beach
is the Horse Cave. On the west side is the Three
Doored Cave.

The Shitten Craig: the large rock lying directly off
the Farskin and to the west of the Bow fiddle Rock.
The Cloven Craigs: the rocks between the Shitten
Craig and the Claries.
The Claries: westerly from the Cloven Craigs is the
Sma Clary, Muckle Clary, the Claries Pot and the
Dungeon. The Dungeon Cave is on the east side and
seaward there is a cave which penetrates the rock
from east to west. The Clonin is the collective name
for the rocks between the Shitten Craig and the
Dungeon.

The Queenlin: the north face of the Mouri facing
the Claries.

Joe Smith

Roofing Maintenance

'THE SMALL JOB ROOFER'
tr'ree estimates

Tel: 01542-E42826

Mobile: 0797 9524571
THE PORTKNOCKIE SHORELINE PART I: a
description of what you can see walking from the
harbour to the middle of Cullen beach. Part 2 the
harbour towards Findochty will be in the next issue.
The Horse Road: the main road leading down to the
harbour.

The Farskin: continue past the Bow fiddle path and
the Farskin is at the end of the track. It was
Portknockie's rubbish dump until the late l96os and
was infested by hundreds of rats. It is named after the
Earl of Fankane who hid in the cave during the
Jacobite Rebellion. Access to the Farskin is by the
Claries beach at low tide, by the Boolins on the east
cliffface or by the inches wide path on the face of the

Mouri.
The Lannet: the large rock and strip of rock which
almost touches the Bow. Access to the Lannet Point
is by the cave on the left side of the path to the Bow
Fiddle shore.

The Bow Fiddle: the large rock with its distinctive
arch. Lying off its extreme point is the Black Rock.
The Bow which is the most northerly point of the old
country of Banffshire was the main sourca of gull
eggs which were harvested every May.

-
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The Berriehills: the uncultivated heathery area
northeast of the village. Once home to a nine hole
golf course. The Frogpond can be seen there,
created in the 1930s as Portknockie's skating and
curling rink.

The Reed Fit: the rock stretching into the

sea

opposite the Bow Fiddle. With deep water on its
north side it was another good place to fish. The
Reed Fit cave is said to go through to the Bow Fiddle
beach.

The Guns: a series of caves between the Little Cave
o' Divot and the Reed Fit. The caves are joined by
arches and the most northerly one can be entered
from the Reed Fit shore at low water.
The Little Cave o' Divot: the cave on the north side
of the Cave o' Divot. The point between was a
favoured fishing place.
The Cave o' Divot: The large cave under where the
coastguard huttie once stood. A rocky ridge
penetrates the cave. It is believed to have got its
name from a shipwrecked crew.
The Swinegut: access is by the overgrown path on
the east side of the Cave o' Divot. The seaward side
of the Whale's Moo can be entered by scrambling
over the shoreline known as the Girdles.

The Widdies: the group of rocks lying off

The Heid o'the Aul Laft: the cliff top overlooking
the golf course links. With an all round view it was
once popular for illegal gambling.
The Slack or Cruat's Burn: the small burn at the
foot of the Aul Laft.
The San'cheek: the beach between the Den Burn
and the Aul Laft.
The Den Burn: the burn between the Black Fit and

Laft. It crosses the golf course.
The Black Fit: the rocks which stretch into the sea

the Aul

from the Boars Craig.

on the
links which protrudes on to the beach of Cullen Bay
and overlooks the 126 tee of Cullen Golf Course.

The Boars Craig: the large red, stony rock

S&S Painting and Decorating
tr'ree estimates and advice
No job too small

Prompt and reliable service
Contact: Sharon Mclean at 7 Blantyre Place or
phone: 01466 780605 or the mobile phone: 0796
7137470

the

Buildings of Portknockie

Whale's Moo.

The Whalets Moo: the cave which penetrates the

The Halls of Portknockie
2 - The Sesfield Hall

buttress with openings on both shore and seaward

sides. The large pool to the right of the beach
opening is the Whale's Moo Pot. The seaward
opening can be entered from the Swinegut.

The Drypot Brae: the brae path opposite

the

Whale's moo beach. The rocks at the foot of the path
are the Drypot Rocks.
The Drypot: the stony beach and grassy area at the

foot of the Drypot

Brae.

During the winter the

nineteenth century fishermen beached their boats
there during the winter.
The Toshers: the group of rocks in the sea opposite
Jinny's Wall. Access to the rocks is at low tide, but
the largest rock is always surrounded by water.

Jinny's Wall: the well now piped at the foot of
Jinny's Wall brae. During the nineteenth century
large crowds gathered there on the first Sunday in

May.

Drinking from the well on that day gave one
good health for the coming year. (Ed: folk still swear
by it as a good drink today).
The Preacherts ceve: the large cave on the north
side of the Aul Laft. Up until the late 1950s brag
was played there every Sunday afternoon.
The Weasel's Hole: the cave at the top of the grassy
slope on the north face of the Aul Laft. Access is by

above the main door to the Seafield Hall
gives the date ofconstruction as 1910. However, the
official opening of the hall was not till March l9 I 1 .
The ceremony was reported at length in the
Banffshire Advertiser of 9 March l9l I .

A plaque

The hall was erected by the Kirk session and
congregation of the Seafield Church in Portknockie,
who noted that the other church hall in the village
(the United Free Church hall of 1888, at l6 Church
Street) could not be hired for other than religious
purposes and so "cannot be regarded as an asset to the
village as far as public entertainments are
concerned"l.
The Seafield Hall was built on the site of the

old

village school,just behind 12 Church Street and close
to the village square. The old school itself ceased to
function once the present Ponknockie School was
built in 1876. The old school premises were passed
over to the Seafield Church by the Countess of
Seafield. After more decades of use as a meeting

a small hole which slopes down steeply and goes
deep into the rock.

I

Banffshire Advertiser report 9 March 1911.
quotations are from this newspaper article.

All

f

place, the building fell into disrepair and the Kirk
session and congregation decided to demolish it and
erect a purpose-built hall - "a pr€tfy stone and lime

building".

It was a sad day for some when the old school was
demolished. One speaker at the 1911 opening of the
new hall, Mr Joseph Addison, said that fifty or more
years before, the only educational instruction
Portknockie received was in the old school, from Jean
McPherson: "She was a very sagacious woman - a
woman very much in advance of the times. He did not
know that her educational abilities were of a very
profound nature, because it was recorded at the time
that when the scholars were at reading lessons and
came across a big word, Jean used to clear the air by
saying it was 'a big toon in the sooth"'. (This would
not get her very far with today's school inspectors,
and yet it no doubt did the trick.)
The hall was 68 feet long, north to south, and 2E feet
wide. It held about 400 people and cost f,800 to build.
The 1911 newspaper report gives a description of the
hall, most of which is still recognizable today, nearly
a hundred years later.
The report notes a 5-foot high dado in pitch-pine
running all round the inner walls of the hall, and
comments approvingly on 'lretty plaster cornices
with handsome mouldings" leading up to the roof
which was divided into four sections by mock rafters.
The dado is still there today but the rafters have given
way to modern ceiling tiles.
The report describes a fine gallery at the north end of
the hall, carried on two pitch-pine beams, with room
for 100 people. The beams are still there but the
gallery has been blocked offand the sense ofspace
has been lost.

At the opposite end ofthe hall (south), surviving to
the present day, is a raised stage platform with
moulded pillars against the rear wall. The pillars
originally supported "fretted ornamental mock
rafters".

presumably survived until electricity came to
Portknockie in the late 1940s.
The Seafield Hall was officially opened in 191I by
the Rev. Dr Bruce, of Banff. He noted that the hall
had been funded by the efforts of the fisher folk of
Portknockie and said that "he liked fishermen because
they were naturally a religious people and had a side
of fervent piety not too common among the
somewhat cold and rationalistic types of piety found
in Scotland". Dr Bruce was a well-travelled man and
he told the audience that when c'many years ago, he
was sailing in a boat across the Sea of Galilee, he
looked on some faces from Tiberias that greatly
reminded him of the Mairs and Slaters and Addisons
and Bruces that he met along the Moray Firth".
(Some local fishermen were perhaps blown further
off course at times, than they realised.)

In due course of time, the Seafield Hall of l91l
became the main Church of Scotland hall in the
village, while the 1888 one at l6 Church Street was
transformed into the Burgh Chambers (now the Youth
Centre).

An interesting sidelight of information from the
Banffshire Adverllser reports on the openings of these
two halls is that in 1888, out of six tradesmen who
worked on the construction of the hall, only one (the
joiner) was from Portknockie. In l9l l, three out of
six were from Portknockie (mason, carpenter and
painter). Tradesmen were obviously flourishing in the
village.

STATIC CARAVAN
FOR HOLIDAY RENT IN PORTKNOCKIE
CALL JOANNE FOR DETAILS
01il2 841756

HOLIDAY HOME HINTS
advice service for visitors

Adjoining the stage area, to the west side, was "a
well-appointed kitchen with the mostest (sic) modem
of cooking ranges". The kitchen is still there but the
equipment is suitably upgraded.
The pride of the hall was its lighting based on "the
most up-to-date system - gas (not coal gas, but petrol
gas, made by a small gas machine driven by a hot-air
engine)". There were two pendants hanging from the
roof, each with four lights, plus a number of brackets
around the walls. This impressive technology

-

an information and

sfalng in Portknockie.

Bird watching aromd the village

can be quite
spectacular. We have a number of rich bird habitats
all within walking distance.

o
o

In the Harbour you will find ducks like
Eider, Scoter and Merganser and waders
such as Tumstones.
3 Creeks Shore, Patrol Road Eiders nest and
feral pigeons fly from the Doo cave. On the

l0

road it is common to find Pied Wagtails,
Goldfinches, Jackdaws and Rock Pipits'
Bow Fiddle Rock has Hening gulls, Great

/

Black-backed gulls, Kittiwakes, Shags and
Cormorants and Gannets offshore.

clifftop

.

area you

will

Larks,
Martins, Swifts, Yellowhammerso Linnets,
Pheasants, Partridges and occasional raptors
such as Kestrel and Buzzard.
Along the coast path to Jenny's Well has
Fulmars nesting and Stonechats.
Mcleod Park you will find many Gulls,
Oystercatchers, Rooks, Crows and Curlews.
Along the Cycle track to Cullen you will see
many Blackbirds, Robins, Finches, Wrens,
Tits and even Waxwings in winter.
The Old Railway line between Bridge Street
and Hill Street can be full of Blackbirds,
Thrushes, Starlings, Finches and butterflies.
Around the town can be found, Sparrows,
Starlings, Blackbirds, Swallows and

The

see

Thrushes.

Overhead you may see morning and evening
large flights of Geese and Swans en route to
their feeding areas along the Moray Firth.

THE PORTKNOCKIE DIRECTORY

Police:

Emergency

999

Non-EmergencY 0845 600 5 700
840272
Doctors: (Cullen)
83 1 555
(Buckie)
832081
Seafield Hospital:
s43131
01343
Dr Grays, Elgin:
681818
01224
Aberdeen RI:
83 I 163
Dentist: (Buckie)
840268
Chemist: (Portknockie)
832239
Optician: (Buckie)
840052
(Portknockie)
Plumber
840066
Electrician : (Portknockie)
840099
Harbour Garage

Hydro-Electric:(24hrs)0800

300999
I I 1999
Gas leaks: (2a hrs) 0800
8855
600
0845
Helpline:
Water
Scottish
15l
BT: (fault reporting) 0800 800
Coastguard: (24 hrs) 01224 592334

Environmentallncidents:0800

807060
563000
565656
837200
Buckie Access Point
Uplift service (after 10am) 01343 557318
NHS24 - Health Advice 08454 242424

Moray Council:
Out ofhours

01343
08457

lll

0800 555
Crimestoppers
(J.Myles)
840 000
Watch
Neighbourhood

Travel Information telephone nurnbers:
Bus & Coach:

01261
01224
0990

Bluebird (Macduff)

First AberdeenLtd.
National Coaches

833533
650065
808080

Airports:
Aberdeen
Inverness

400006
464000

087004
01667

Seaport: (Aberdeen)

Northlink

0845 6000 449

Trains:
National Rail Enquiries 0845

748950

Taxis: (Portknockie)

840875

Portknockie Post Office
Portknockie School
Portknockie Library

84020 I

840244
841149

PUBLIC SERVICE MESSAGES:
The University of the Highlands & Islands (UHI)
ran higher education courses for 6748 students in the
year 2005-6. I 257 of them attended LIHI's academic
partner, our own Moray College. The courses
provide access to university-level study, postgraduate
degrees and over 100 national awards and vocational
qualifications. Students have access to an associated
network ofover fifty outreach learning centres'
Students leaving LIHI Millennium lnstitute with first
degrees are amongst the most successful in the
country at finding jobs or going into further study.
The percentage rate of99.6%o is the third best
achievement in Scotland and higher than the UI(
national average.

To find out more contact UHI Millennium Institute,
Executive Office, Ness Walk, Inverness IV3 5SQ or
telephone 01463 279000 or e-mail info@uhi.ac.uk
Elections for the new Moray Council will be held
on 3'd May in the McBoyle Hall, the same day as the
elections forthe Scottish Parliament. Forthe latter
election you mark your choices one X for your
regional vote and one X for your constituency vote.
When you are voting for the local Moray Council
elections you rank the candidates in order of your
personal preference for the new, enlarged wards- For
voters in Portknockie this means the new, three
member ward of Keith and Cullen.
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even although we
- good fun it was
mention we were Scots! All
to be accepted into their company.

was the time of the Ashes

HAME COOKING bY SWRI members:
Apricot and Date Loaf: For the loaf : l75g (602)
selfraising flour, l25g (4oz) ofsoftened butter, l25g
(4oz) castor sugar, 3 medium eggs, l25g (4oz)
chopped dates, l25g (4oz) ofchopped, dried ready to
eat apricots, 609(2oz) ofchopped glace cherries,609
(2oz) ofchopped mixed peel. For the topping: 150g
(5oz) icing sugar, 30g (loz) ofquartered glace
cherries and 30g (1oz) ofchopped dried apricots.
You will need a lkg (2lb) loaf tin, buttered and lined
with a strip of baking parchment. Set the oven to
warrn, gas mark 3 or 160o Cl 325" F To make the loafi sift the flour into a bowl' add
butter, sugar and eggs and beat until smooth' Fold in
the chopped fruit until well mixed. Spoon the
mixture into the loaf tin and bake for l% to l% hours
or until a skewer comes out clean. Remove from the
oven and leave in the tin to cool, before removing

did
a

joy

There is nothing to equal the gladness and delight of
making and keeping new friends from all parts of the
globe. This can play such an important part in our
understanding and respect for other people's culture.
The following quotation, written by John Muir, the
Scottish explorer, in 1890, seems to epitomise the
meaning of how it should be wherever we are in our

lovely world.
is beautiful, and it matters but
little where we go... The spot where we chance to be

"All the wide world

always seems the best."

Open

SIIEAR DEZIGN
Ilair by Lisa
Tuesday - Saturday with late night
Thursdays.

from the tin and peeling away the paper.
Phone 841711

for an appointment

To make the topping: sift the icing sugar into a bowlAnd add enough water to give a thick icing. Spread
this over the top ofthe loaf and scatter the cherries
and apricots in a line over the top- This loaf will
keep in an airtight container for 3 to 4 days or not
decorated can be wrapped and frozen for up to 3

POETS'CORNER:

months.

I met a herring fisherman,

*ONE FIRTH VIEW"

-

The Reason why

And said, "Pray, state the reason
Why operations on this coast

by Margaret Dawson.

Reflections from Down Under

It's a small world. A year or so ago I wrote in the
K'nocker of a Scottish Country Dance group in Perth,
Australia, who were enjoying a dance named after our
special Portknockie landmark, imported from "oor
toon". The dance has become very popular there, and,
when we visited our friends at Christmas, as a fond
reminder of the happy time we spent in their
aompany, and for our Aussie friends, a dance was
composed in celebration of their lovely area
bordering the Indian Ocean.
Another surprise on our visit Down Under was when
we toured Tasmania. On introducing ourselves we
thought no-one on the coach ofmostly

Portknockie'
Queenslanders, would have heard of
Imagine our surprise when some-one piped up' "l
know it. I have an aunt in Buckie and was there last

year"! We thank the Aussies for the lovely time we
everywhere we went we were
had in Australia
treated with such friendliness' We had, of course, to
it
accept good-hearted ribaldry when in Tasmania

Have failed throughout this season?"
There passed a shadow o'er his brow,
His voice was like a tear,
As he replied - "I am convinced
The water's been too clear."

I met a herring fisherman
Of scientific bent.
Who fruitless search, both east and west,
Had in his drifter spent.
Of temp'ratures and currents
His knowledge did uphold,
And summed it up in remark "The water's been too cold"

I met

a

hening fishsrman,

For whom there was no dole,
He had not grossed much more than pay
His black squad and his coal.
He said - "The seabed was disturbed
By yon 'quake in the spring;
And that's the cause - I'm sure of it Yes, sure as anything."

-
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I met a herring fisherman
Net mending at Braeheads;
He told me that sea monsters had
Nigh torn his gear to shreds:
He said -"The grounds infested are
With sharks of mighty daring,
Mackerel, Inkfish, dogfish too
That's why there is no herring."

SEASONAL OBSERVANCES FROM OUR
MINISTER by Rev Graham Austin, Church

I met a herring fisherman
A leader ofhis class,
Who many weeks had feared
What now has come to pass.
"You want to know the cause?" said he;

"I'll

Puffins soar in restless flight
Around pinnacles ofcraggy stone
Where voices of the wild wings drone.
In safety of the sandy dunes
Puffins preen their ruffled plumes.
Safe from the torment of the crests
Soothed their throbbing feathered breasts.

tell you straight and square;

We did not catch the fish, my friend
Because - They v)ere not there!"

A poem by W.R. Melvin (1931) found by Harry
Hawkes in "The Fringe of Gold, The fishing villages
ofScotland's east coast, Orkney & Shetland" by
Charles Maclean published by Canongate in 1985.

Now some lines from the Davie Mair Collection

Scotland, Portknockie

-

of

see next issue

SCOTT HOLIDAY HOMES

Luxury seafront cottages available for short
breaks
Write to 29 Viewfield Avenue, Aberdeen AB 15
or telephone 01224-323218.

7XJ

www.scottholidayhomes.com

DO YOU FANCY CHANGING YOUR

NAME?

which convey something of winter conditions in
this area:
Elements of Winter
Churling waves with agitation
Scatter pebbles on the beach
As biting winds with cruel anger
Sweep across the frozen lands
All around is isolation
As storm clouds shadow restless sea
Fishing boats forsake their harvest
Seeking the calm ofthe sheltered lee
Frightening sounds shatterthe dark night
Volumed echoes fringe bleak shore
Seabirds hide in unknown crannies
The angry sea her wrath deplores
Tormenting motivated waters
Scar faces ofcold granite cliffs
Sentinels of evolution
Etched by time and seas that

lift.

Apparently thousands of us are taking this extreme
change of identity either because they hate the names
they were given at birth or they just fancy a change.
A recent British study indicates that around a sixth of
us are ashamed of our own name and what a name
more in keeping with their perceived self-image.
Taking this somewhat radical step is perhaps easier
than you might imagine. An official change of name
can be approved by making a simple application to
the UK Deed Poll Service * you can even do it online! The Deed Poll is the certificate you complete to
declare that you have officially adopted a new name.
The charge for the service is f,39 although you will
have a good deal ofextra expense altering all your
personal documents like passports, driving licences
and bank details. Parents can take comfort in the
regulation that you must be over 18 to request a
change ofname - however, parents can apply on
behalf of their children!

Plight of the Puffins
Into hidden clefts cold winds intrude,
Disturbing the Puffins' solitude.
As in sombre mood they wait
For the wild storms to abate
On granite faces cold winds bite,

Adding to the Puffins plight
As they seek a sheltered lee
Safe from the clutches ofthe sea
Escaping from the stormy night

Your choice of a new forename or surname can be as
original as you please so long as it is not considered
blasphemous, vulgar or offensive. There is not any
copyright protection on famous names so you are at
liberty to call yourself Tom Cruise, Kylie or
Madonna. It is claimed that our first names have an
enorrnous influence on our lives and what we
achieve. Typical names for female high flyers are
Susan, Elizabeth, Sarah, Jane, Helen, Patricia and

l3

Jacqueline while high-flying males have names like
David, John, Michael, Peter, Paul and Andrew.
The most common names for baby boys in the UK in
2006 were Jack, Thomas, Joshua, Oliver and Harry
and for girls' names it was Olivi4 Grace, Jessic4
Ruby and Emily. Mark, a top ten name throughout
the 60s, 70s, and 80s is now not even in the top 100!
According to the General Register Office for Scotland
the top boys' names for 2006 in Scotland were Jack,

Lewis, Callum, Ryan, James, Cameron, Jamie, Kyle
and Daniel, Matthew. Top girls names are Sophie,
Emma, Erin, Katie, Lucy, Chloe, Ellie, Amy, Olivia

earlier you send in articles the easier you make
for your editorial team!

things

WHAT'S ON IN THE PORT:
Community Association: Volunteers

are

wanted

to

make up the PCA Team in the Rotary Club of Buckie
Six Harbours Walk on May 6tb. Half the sponsorship
raised will be going towards Portknockie amenitiesContact David and Helen Field or any ofthe PCA
committee. Look out for other fund raising activities
to go towards repairs to the McBoyle Hall and
funding the village in bloom display.

and Emily.

Editorial Team contacts:
Bob Croucher: 23 Harbour Place, .4856 4NR
42-84129 I or e-mail rmcdram@onetel.com

0I5

Margret Wood: 34 King Edward Terrace or the
Library, 01542 840747 or e-mail
Portknockie.l ibrarv@moray. eov.uk
Harry Hawkes: l8 Church Street,0l542-841291
8407 I 8 or e-mail hrhyic@yahoo.co.uk

Adverts in The K'nocker: At present our policy is
not to charge for small adverts useful to readers so
long as the person placing the advert is a paid up
subscribing member.

LISTERMAC PHARMACY
3 Union Street, Portknockie

Dispensing medicines,
Healthcare, Skincare and Babycare
MiIk tokens accepted.
Photographic Services + Newspapers, including
The K'nocker.
Professional advice and Friendly service.

Tel: 01542-840268.
The Ktnocker for friends and relatives abroad:
Remember you can always advise relatives and
friends to download a copy from Neil Hedley & John
Smith's village website at:

www.portknockiewebsite.co.uk

In 2007 the K'nocker will

be published

in March,

June, September and December. Copy, letters and
adverts for each issue should be passed to the Editor,
through the Library or the lefterbox of 23 Harbour
Place or by e-mail to rmcdram@onetel.com in the
month before each quarterly publication. In fact, the

Portknockie Seniors Group: The last of this
season's meetings include: March 206 Ray Morton
will perform and on April 17th which is the AGM the
concert party will be the Ythan Fiddlers. The year's
programme ends in the summer with the Moming Tea
on May 296 and the Annual Bus run on June 12ft.

Seafield Women's Rural Institute: The Christmas
Party on l4th December began with a Beetle Drive,
followed by a delicious supper, raffles and some
quizzes. The competition for a Chrisnnas Decoration
was won by Kathleen Rennie.
January 25th was Burns Supper Night, with guests
from Arradoul and Rathven WR['s. A good crowd
enjoyed good food, and entertainment from Donald
Barr and The Speyside Junior Fiddlers. Donald Barr
gave an excellent address to the haggis. The

competition for a decorated candle with a Scottish
Theme was won by Kathleen Rennie.
The Marine Hotel in Buckie was the venue for the
Annual Dinner on February ZZnd.lt was a very wet
night, but some good food, good company along with
some quizzes to keep our brains working made it a
very enjoyable evening.
The next meeting is on 22nd March, when Philip
Banks will be telling us about his career as a Voice
Over for TV and Films. A great opportunity for us all
to learn about what goes on behind the scenes. The
competition is 4 Muffins (any flavour).

April 26th brings Downies Fish Farm to visit, and our
guests will be from Fordyce WRL There is a Bring
and Buy and Sales Table, and the competition
is for a Corsage.
The final meeting for the season on May 24th, will be
AGM and the presentation of prizes to competition
winners. Pat Fraser and Friends will entertain us
with music and Doric Poetry.
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The bus run will take place in June, as yet no date or
destination has been decided upon.

Bowling Club Notes: We

are now

well into the

winter season and at the time of writing, we have just
the one league game left to play. After our most
promising start, points thereafter seemed to become
that more difficult to acquire, but overall we will
probably finish about midway in the league. However
it has been most enjoyable with some keenly
contested matches, followed by nice social teas. We
have had good attendances at our Hat nights on
Mondays and Thursdays, and in addition a number of
Club members have been out and about taking part in
open competitions at other Clubs
- yet again old
stalwarts Linda Wood and Wilson Weir have brought
back silverware to the village.
The carpet bowls in the McBoyle Hall will continue
for some weeks, while about the end of April will see
the reopening of the green. As may be seen from the
road, the grass has obviously been growing, and
preparatory work will start shortly: it would be very
pleasing to have the same excellent surface as we had
last year.

A recent

sad note was the passing

of Alex Bain. Alex

was the Club President for a long period, and while
he had not bowled more recently, over the years both

the Club and the members very greatly benefited
from his drive, foresight, and enthusiasm.

New members are always welcome, if not now please
come and join us when we move back outdoors: Club
bowls are always available.

Neighbourhood Watch: Neighbourhood Watch is
simply watching out for one another
- one for all
although in a fairly close knit
and all for one
village like Portknockie it is a fact that that is what
many residents do naturally, whether or not they are
Neighbourhood Watch members. There has been such
a scheme in the village since 1997, when many
became members. Should you wish to join, confinn
you are listed as a member, or would simply like
some further information, please contact the
Coordinator John Myles on 840000. As a money
saving footnote to the above certain insurance
companies will give NW members a discount (small
maybe but still a discount) on their annual premium.
While Portknockie generally has a low crime rate,
antisocial acts and cases ofvandalism do occur: it is

best that these be brought to the attention of Police

in

order that they are aware of what is happening and
can try and address the situation. In addition, it is
probably a fact of life that communities or areas

which tend to have less contact with the police
receive less attention. The police contact number for
non emergency calls is - 0845 600 5700 - and the
resulting service should match or exceed the previous
arrangement of phoning local offices direct.

IMK
l9 Cluny

Square, Buckie

.4856 IHA.
Tel/Fax 01542 835665

Mobile:07900 931905
Emai l: juli emckay@btconnect.com

Library Opening Hours: 5-8pm Tuesdays; 2-5pm
& 6-8pm Thursdays; 10-12noon on Saturdays.
Library News: Large Print is proving very popular new fiction, romances, mysteries, westerns and nonfiction titles are arriving weekly. Come in and look
at the shelves of New Stock.
IT classes are still available - f5 for 2hour session telephone Eleanor on832l2l and arrange a suitable
time (or ring Portknockie Library 841149).
If you have any old or unwanted CD's could you hand
them in to the Library or let me know and I could
collect them - we are planning a children's event in
the "Tattie Holidays" - making Christmas
ornaments! I know this is quite early to ask but I am
thinking of all the Spring cleaning taking place soon!
Alice'Lallie'Lawtie Slater - there

are some
documents that belonged to her such as the Lawtie
Family Tree, Lawtie stone inscriptions and a copy of
the testament of William Lawtie who died in 1657
which can be seen in the Library (kindly donated by

her nephew Dr.Slater).
Support our Library by completing the consultation
paper on changes to the Moray Library Services.
You can comment on the idea of an integrated public
and school library for Portknockie. The forms are at
the Library and the retum date is April 27th 2OO7.
X'ishing: Poor weather has hampered the boats since
the beginning of the year. Hopefully better weather
is imminent in the next few months and prices will
keep up.
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class in turn worked on a different technology project
and it must have been successful with pupils asking,
"When can we do that again? It was brilliant".

CATHERINE'S
CREATIVE
CERAIT{f CS
few pJ-aces free for learning to

paint original and beautiful
of cerarnics at
8 Victoria Street
Portknockie

pieces

01542-840s54

The Portknockie School Support Group would like
to thank the School Action Group and the whole
community for all their hard work and support in
helping to save our school ffom closure. The
knowledge that at last we can continue to support our
school without fear of closure is a great relief and we
will continue with our fund-raising events this year in
a happier frame of mind. Many thanks again to all.

PORTKNOCKIE SCHOOL:
A very successful and well supported meeting was
held in school on the 29ft January, to discuss the
Stage I Review. This was followed, onthe l4th
February, by the very welcome news that the school
would not be progressing to a Stage 2 Review. The
school would like to take this opportunity to thank all
members of the local community here in Portknockie
who worked so tirelessly to bring about this result.
We can all look forward to a period of stability.
Unfortunately Mrs Cooper has been on sick leave
from school. We are uncertain when she will retum,
but it might be after the Easter break.

The local Cullen company called Jasdon Vending
have agreed to give pupils and staffa'Taste and Try',
session oftheir healthy products as we consider
setting up a healthy tuck shop as an enterprise topic
for the summer tenn.

Various visitors and trips already booked should
complete another very busy term in school
The Parent Support Group is planning to hold an
opening ceremony for the jungle gym which will
soon be installed in the school playground. More
details will follow.
One concem about our playground improvements is
the ongoing nuisance of vandalism. Recently, after
P6 had made bird boxes and positioned them round
the playground they were tom down that night. The
village, led by the Parent Support Group, has given an
enonnous amount ofmoney to thejungle gym project
and it would be very disappointing if this were to be
damaged in any way. We frequently find broken
glass, used condoms and the remnants of drug abuse
in the school shelters on a Monday morning. The
school would encourage everyone to be vigilant and
to stem this sort ofanti-social behaviour.
On a positive note, the school works very closely
with the local police and community warden to
ensure that any persons identified as being involved
in these anti-social activities is held accountable by
law. Our priority is the welfare of all our pupils and
the school wants to be a beacon of good citizenship.

Gloria McWhirter, Acting Head Teacher.
However, things have not stopped in school and we
have been very busy with various trips and visitors.
P3/4/5 took part in a very successful dance festival in
the Fisherman's Hall in Buckie. A continuation of
this is to be a dance after-school club for P 3/4/516/7
pupils. Gary Watson, and HNC student from Moray
College is working with Pl/2 for six weeks.
P5l6l7 went on a bird-ringing trip to Balnacoul one
morning whilst Pl had their health check from the
school nurse.
The whole school was mesmerised by the sensational
Portsoy skipping group 'Skip to the Beat', who gave
us a breathtaking demonstration.
On the 21"'February the whole school was involved
in the Edinburgh International Science Festival
Programme called'Up, down, turn around'. Each

School Term Dates:
Spring Term Ends Friday 306 March 2007.
Easter Holidays Monday 2'd
April 2007.

April

2007 to

Friday

13th

Summer Term Commences Monday l6th April 2007
May Day Holiday Monday 7h May 2007
In Service Closure Thursday 24th May 20O7 and
Friday 25th May 2007
Occasional Day Holiday Monday l ls June20o7
Summer Term Ends Thursday 5th July 2007.

Late extra: Have you lost any garden gnomes lately?
Some poor gnomes pining for home have been found
in David Wood's garden at 30 Haig Street.
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