WINTER 2013

Stars in the sky...

Once again December, Winter and the Christmas & New Year festive
season is upon us. Again we can marvel as waves lash the harbour walls,
sending foam and spray eighty or a hundred feet in the air, always searching to soak the
unsuspecting stroller!
We might also marvel at the “Yes” campaign’s White Paper on The Referendum which has
just been published - let us know if you feel it has merit or not...
Meanwhile, to you all - please have a Very Merry Christmas and a fruitful and peaceful 2014.
The K’nocker is a self-funding project, organised by volunteers. A large print version and a podcast of this issue are available: contact details on the back page.
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K’NOCKER NEWS
Once again we have reached that time when we ask our wonderfully supportive advertisers
whether they would like to continue with their yearly donation of usually just a £10 note towards
the cause. Helen, Peter and Damian will again be approaching potential supporters early in 2014.
We have accumulated a little extra cash in the coffers, and have decided to organize the
refurbishment of the plaques overlooking the original harbour and shoreline for springtime.
Unfortunately, Katharine has decided to move on to pastures new, and the remainder of
The K’nocker team would like to offer her our heartfelt blessings and thank her for all her hard
work and support throughout the last couple of years.

THE K’NOCKER 10 YEARS AGO...
Wind turbines
Wind energy from turbines is a non-polluting form of renewable energy generation. Both the UK
Government and the Scottish Executive are committed to increasing the proportion of our
electricity generated from renewable resources. There are a number of wind farm projects being
proposed both for Moray and Aberdeenshire. Electricity from wind power turbines will replace the
output of coal or gas fired power stations and thus are intended to help reduce pollution by socalled ‘greenhouse gases’ - held to be partly responsible for global warming. What do you think?

Village in bloom 2003
The Community Council was delighted by the outstanding efforts that led to Portknockie gaining
the shield as the Best-kept Large Village in Moray for 2003. It has asked the Village in Bloom group
to work towards making it three times a winner next year. The plan then for 2005 is to make a
fresh, concerted attempt to gain success in ‘Beautiful Scotland in Bloom.’
Some 25 kg of daffodil bulbs were planted this autumn along the old railway cutting to create a
bonny show next Spring.
Gerry Connelly is maintaining many cuttings for next year's floral show over Winter in several
greenhouses offered up for loan by generous residents.
There are a host of tasteful notelets, bookmarks, Christmas Cards, postcards, writing paper, aprons,
fridge magnets, calendars and recipe books featuring Portknockie available from Mrs. Ritchie at 8,
Victoria Street, all useful as small seasonal gifts. The profits will go towards ‘Village in Bloom’. See
samples in the window of the ‘Potting Shed’ behind the Youth Centre.
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Portknockie Nursery
We are delighted to have started our new nursery year with 21 children attending the nursery, and
another 4 children joining us over the coming months. Once again we have a busy year ahead of us.
For anyone interested in our 2-3 group which runs on a Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons
from 12.30-2.30pm we have spaces available. Please contact Margaret on 01542 841825. If no one is
there please leave a message and I will return your call as soon as possible.
We are looking forward to once again building our relationship with the school and hope once
more to be able to take part in some joint ventures over the year. The children received their story
sacks after the October holidays. Thanks to the parents for running this.
We had a sponsored sing in the nursery on Friday 8th November to raise funds for new garden/play
equipment as some of our toys have been vandalised over the years.
In November there was also a Parent contact/information evening held on Monday 11th, followed
by a Pyjama Day for Children in Need on Friday 15th.
Our visits to the library were stopped at the end of November. We are sorry to be losing the library
as we have been visiting it weekly with groups of children.
Our Christmas parties will be held on Wednesday 18th December for the 2-3 year olds and Friday
20th December for the 3-5 year olds.
Look out for festive tea and concert tickets - date still to be set.
We are hoping to take part in nativity rehearsals and performance with P1/2 class at the Church
Service.
We are also delighted that a member of staff, Sheena-Kay Smith has just graduated with her BA in
Childhood Practice. Well done Sheena.

Neighbourhood Watch
For many householders, unsolicited telephone calls can be a downright pest. Recently (and even in
Portknockie) there have been instances of members of the public being cold-called by an
individual falsely purporting to be from the Telephone Preference Service: the caller will offer to
arrange to curb these nuisance calls in exchange for either a one-off payment or a monthly fee.
A number of companies are known to operate in this manner. While this may simply be their
legitimate way of conducting business, there are many occasions where such an approach is also
taken by persons and organisations with dishonest intent.
There are many would-be scammers around the world who use a variety of approaches.
Neighbourhood Watch advice is that you should never provide personal or bank account details to
anyone over the telephone, unless you are completely satisfied that you have verified the caller’s
details and that they are genuine.
The Telephone Preference Service is the official central opt-out register for recording preferences
to not receive unsolicited sales or marketing calls, and is a free service. Such requests may be made
through its website, www.tpsonline.org.uk or by telephoning 0845 070070.
Young writers wanted
The K’nocker has a big gap in articles for young adults and wants to cater better to the young adults.
Do you have something of your generation to share with the whole village?
If so, get in touch with Peter (email: peter.evans.ab56@gmail.com).
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Portknockie Bowling & Tennis Club
Bowls section
Now that the dark nights are fast approaching, it is nice to be back in the comfort of the McBoyle
Hall. Both numbers attending and interest have been good, and we are looking forward to an
enjoyable season – we compete in the Banffshire Coastal Indoor Bowling League, which on
reflection is a fair mouthful, but by the time this issue is printed, we will be well into our
programme. And of course, we might even be top of the League.
With such great weather, we had an excellent summer season. Following on from the last issue, in
early August we played our annual 7am to 7pm Marathon, our main fundraiser of the year, which
made a fantastic £900 – thanks to everyone for their support. Later in the month we played the
Willie Hay competition, won this year by Frank Paterson and Linda Wood. Willie was a good
friend of the Club, and we are very grateful to the family for their continued support.
September saw the playing for the Charity Cup, the competition being won by Irene Weir and Ron
Beattie, with donations this year going to Maggies Centre in Aberdeen. Great weather on our
closing day competition of 28th September even saw the members playing in shirtsleeves! While
nice weather makes for enjoyable conditions in which to play, a very large factor in the season’s
success was the superlative condition of the green itself, which was down to the enthusiasm and
painstaking care of our greenkeeper Wilson Weir. Coincidentally, as this is written, the annual
coring exercise – where a fancy machine punches thousands of holes that are then filled with a
sandy mixture - has just finished, and will set the green up for next year’s season.
Returning to the carpets and indoor season, we meet, generally, on Monday and Thursday
evenings. Old and new bowlers are always welcome; and so if you would like to give it a try, please
come along.
P.S. Passers-by will have noticed the very fine display of geraniums in the two large borders to the
front of the pavilion – these are supplied and planted by the Council, but it is understood that cuts
may mean that this practice will stop. If you have spare herbaceous and/or perennial plants or
cuttings we would be delighted to give them a home – please phone Fraser on 841991.

Tennis section
At last, some positive news! Following considerable interest, a committee has now been formed,
under the Chairmanship of Iain Anderson.
It is recognised that costs to replace the fencing and prepare the courts for use will be hefty, and in
this regard research is currently ongoing to identify possible grant sources. A condition with many
of these bodies however is that they will only grant matched funding, which means that the
Section will require finances of its own. To this end the Section’s new bank account had a sizzling
start when Portknockie Community Council very generously donated £1,000, while on the ground,
efforts have however already started with the October coffee morning in the Seafield Hall which
was a great success, making over £800. It was heartening to see the support of so many helpers and
customers and thanks are due to one and all.
The hope is that funds can be built up further over the winter months which would allow a grant
application to be made. If things to go plan therefore, it might be that by late spring next year
everything will have fallen into place and tennis will again be being played. If you are interested in
tennis and/or would like to help in any way, your involvement will be much appreciated – please
phone Iain on 841431.
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Portknockie Primary School
Book week
In the week before the October Holidays we held our annual Book Week. The pupil council
planned our activities for this year on the theme ‘It`s Magic!’. We had lots of activities about books.
We had a craft afternoon, an inter-house book quiz, several reading together times and on the last
day we came to school dressed as a magical book character. We all received a book from Miss
Murray to take home. It was lots of fun.
The Buckie Blethers came in to the school on 30th October. They are visiting all the schools in the
Buckie ASG to talk about the Doric language. We had a choice of either to write a story or poem in
Doric with 200 or less words. We also had to recite a poem the group was going to take in. They are
trying to promote more use of the language so that it isn’t lost through lack of use.

Orienteering & rugby
On the 26th September Portknockie Primary went to rugby and orienteering. To get there we went
on a bus to Buckie. We shared a bus with Cullen Primary School. There were eight schools there.
We got put into groups to play rugby with different schools. We were in groups of about 10 people.
We did orienteering in pairs with people in our class. Some school members got lost along the way.
We enjoyed learning about new things.

Our visit to Elgin library
Primary 6/7 went to Elgin Library to listen to the author Barry Hutchison. We thought it would not
be very interesting but we all enjoyed it. He told us stories of his childhood and the things that
frightened him as he was growing up. He was really funny. He answered any questions we had and
then signed copies of his books that we could buy when we were there.
We are entering the Scottish Children’s Book Awards. We have to read three books that are written
by Scottish authors. We then review them by January. The three books are called Black Tide
(written by Caroline Clough), Really Weird Removals.com (written by Daniela Sacerdoti) and The
Accidental Time Traveller (written by Janis Mackay). We hope that we enjoy this challenge.

Gordonstoun
challenge
On Sunday the 15th
September we went to
Gordonstoun. There was a
team of 6 people that went
- Mitchell, Ellie, Hannah,
Dominic, Megan and Nyah.
When we got there we
went to the sports centre
and did lots of activities,
then we went to the gym.
We all enjoyed the
activities. Then we went to
the workshop and it started
to pour with rain, Mitchell
and Ellie were outside. We had lunch then we went to drama. The six of us went to the squash
courts. At the squash courts we did problem solving. We did 4 different activities. Then it was the
final challenge. We had to go through a tunnel with a bucket of water and pump it into a very long
tube. Then we had to run back to the start. We came 5th or 6th in the race.
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Lap of Honour 2013
In October this year Ian Innes from Portknockie and Nigel
Carter from Inverurie took on and completed a huge personal
challenge to raise funds for Help for Heroes.
They walked 300 miles in NE Scotland over 10 days, with each of
them carrying a 50lb rucksack on their back. It was seen as a Lap of
Honour for those who sacrifice more than most of us ever could or
would. Setting off from Findochty, the lads’ circular route included
Huntly, Inverurie, Brechin, Braemar, Grantown and Lossiemouth.
300 miles, 50lbs, 10 days; it sounds simple but was very challenging as they were ascending (and
descending!!) nearly half the height of Mount Everest during the 10 days.
Visit this link to see the route that they walked in detail…
http://gb.mapometer.com/walking/route_3198500.html.
For those who already have, thank you for visiting the lads’ fundraising page and for your support.
Donating through this page is simple, quick and secure. It is the most efficient way to give – so
every donation goes further – and if you are a UK taxpayer and give Gift Aid consent you will boost
your donation.
Thank you for your support.
About Help for Heroes
Help for Heroes offers comprehensive support to those who have suffered lifechanging injuries and illnesses whilst serving the country. This is provided
through grants to individuals, other Service charities, capital build projects
and the four Recovery Centres across the UK, found in Catterick, Colchester,
Tidworth and Plymouth. These offer support for life. The money raised by the
hugely generous public has been used to support our wounded, but there is still so much more to
do. Soldiers, sailors and airmen who are injured today will still need support tomorrow and
perhaps for the rest of their lives. They are still battling and nobody wants them to battle alone.

Picture Error
In the Autumn 2013 K’nocker this picture was
incorrectly captioned,
as it does in fact depict the medieval Deskford Tower.

JAMES URQUHART
PAINTER AND DECORATOR
All painting and decorating work undertaken
Papering * Ames taping

Distance no object

3 Mid Street, Portknockie
Tel: 01542 840004
Mob: 07768 922124
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Community Warden’s role
Community Wardens are employed by Moray Council to tackle antisocial behaviour in Moray.
The Community Wardens ensure that everyone can enjoy living and working in Moray without the
fear of crime, annoyance or abuse.
Community Wardens work alongside a number of community groups, professionals, agencies and
housing landlords to deliver a service to communities that will help reduce anti-social behaviour
and build stronger communities.
A Community Wardens role is varied and involves dealing with a number of anti-social behaviour
issues including neighbour disputes, noise complaints, youth disorder, dog fouling, litter,
abandoned vehicles, etc. They also carry out regular patrols and focus on particular areas
highlighted as having anti-social issues.
Your local Community Warden is Andrew Mackie.
If anyone would like to contact Andrew the details are listed below and when you see him
patrolling please stop for a chat as he is very approachable and will look forward to hearing all the
local stories.
Contact details: Andrew Mackie, Community Warden for
Buckie, Portgordon, Findochty, Portknockie, Cullen and areas.
Mob: 07800670662. Email: andrew.mackie@moray.gov.uk

Dog fouling
As the clocks change and the dark nights become even earlier there is often an increase in dog
fouling incidents within our community. Some of these get reported to Moray Council and are
followed up by the local Community Warden.
It is the responsibility of the person in charge of the dog at the particular time it does the toilet to
make sure that the mess is disposed of in the correct way. This covers any open public space and
can also include private land if the owner has not given permission.
The mess not being picked up and disposed of is a very anti-social act, carried out by a minority of
irresponsible dog owners, and has an unfortunate dirty impact on the community.
Fortunately the majority of dog owners are considerate to their community and remove their dog
mess in the correct manner by disposing of it in a bin.
Under the Dog Fouling (Scotland) Act 2003 it is an offence for any person in charge of a dog that
fouls to immediately remove the faeces from the place. This also means that when it is picked up in
a bag, that bag has also to be deposited within a nearby bin (or carried to an appropriate
receptacle). Failure to comply with this can result in a £40 fixed penalty served by a Community
Warden.
Please be responsible and look after your community.
If anyone wishes to report incidents of dog fouling or other anti-social incidents please contact:
Andrew Mackie, Community Warden,
Mob: 07800 670662. Email: andrew.mackie@moray.gov.uk
or Moray Council Antisocial Behaviour Office 01343 563322.
Email antisocialbehaviour@moray.gov.uk
If you have any forthcoming events for the Spring calendar,
email them to us before the 1st February;
contact details on the back page
7

The K’nocker Winter 2013

OUT & ABOUT THE PORT

Portknockie Community Association news

by Bob Croucher

Following repeated invitations for volunteers to augment the PCA Committee, it is very
pleasing to welcome two new members to our monthly meetings - Steve Williams and
Frank Paterson.
Steve has already made himself useful by suggesting the PCA should have a Facebook page
which he is managing. Hopefully this will provide a direct route to many of the village
households for information about PCA activities.
Reports presented at the AGM on August 20th for the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator
(OSCR) noted that there has been a significant increase in McBoyle Hall use over the year.
Users range from the Toddlers Group to members of the University of the 3rd Age (U3A). Parties
have been booked for the young having fun with a bouncy castle to wedding receptions committing to a lifetime of marital bliss. A new sporting use of the Hall has been provided with the launch
of the U3A table tennis group on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.
One user group that has folded is the Zumba class which is sad given the good facilities for dance
in the Hall. Bookings for the McBoyle hall are managed by John Myles (840000) and the PCA is
very keen to hear about new uses for this village asset: one idea to consider is a group activity based
in the new kitchen area – perhaps demonstrating basic cooking recipes.
Heating and lighting the Hall consumes a significant part of the PCA’s income which is raised from
fundraising activities such as the Christmas (Saturday 7th December) and Easter coffee mornings,
the Annual Gala, the Fireworks Display, hall charges, grants and donations.
Last year (2012/13) donations were gladly acknowledged from the Jubilee party, Scott Holiday
Homes, the In-Stitches group, Kerry Reid, Donna Coull, Janine Mair, Ishbel Beresford, Alison &
Dave Findlay, Albert Farquhar, Ruth Healey, Raymond McKenzie, Bill Spencer, Sniffy Bears, Marj
Croucher, Stuart Stevenson, Pearl Murray, Isabel Mair, Jim Urquhart, Portknockie Community
Council, Portknockie Mothers & Toddlers, Portknockie Youth Club, Cullen Golf Club, Bingo and
the 100 Club.
On February 22nd 2014 the PCA is planning to hold a second ‘Do Something Different’ afternoon in
the McBoyle Hall intended to exhibit what activities are, or could be available to interest and
challenge residents in the village.
It would be helpful if group organisers would contact me at rmcdram@talktalk.net or 841291 to
express interest in booking a table. The PCA intends to circulate a flyer to every household in the
village in the New Year which will highlight PCA activities and their dates during 2014.

Seniors’ Club

by Tony Barnes

The first meeting of the 2013/2014 season was on 17th September in Seafield Hall, giving members
on opportunity to rejoin the club.
The entertainment for the evening was Pete Thoms. This was Pete’s first visit to Portknockie. His
style was different and he kept us entertained with his songs and stories.
The Club met again on 15th October. Mary Reid, our chair opened the meeting by announcing that
this year’s Christmas party would be at the Marine Hotel on the 3rd December. The entertainment
for the night was Peter Low and party; Peter on the accordion, Rosemary on the piano, with Doug
giving some Doric stories and fine singing.
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WORTH A VISIT
round to the imposing north gate of the abbey
precincts. Today, however, visitors leave their
courtesy of the Abbey
cars at the east gate and walk up the drive until
Following a visit to Pluscarden Abbey
they suddenly behold the majestic east gable of
recently, it seemed that this is a place most the abbey church across the lawns. From this
certainly worth a visit from K’nockers. There approach it is possible to form a clear picture of
is no necessity to be of any particular
the composition of the east range of the abbey,
religious persuasion as everybody is
which was clearly designed to make a strong
welcome to call in and discover some great
impression on visitors.
history and a genuine atmosphere of peace
Dominating the whole group is the massive
and tranquility.
block of the central tower and the north and
Pluscarden Abbey is the home of a community
south transepts of the church, and to the east of
of Catholic Benedictine monks. It is the only
these, the Choir with its finely composed east
medieval monastery in Britain still inhabited by window. Immediately south of the Choir is the
monks and being used for its original purpose.
lower projection of the Lady Chapel which has
Situated six miles southwest of Elgin, the
the Prior's Chapel above it, and beyond this can
monastery enjoys the peace and stillness of a
be seen the long block of the domestic buildings,
secluded glen,
roofed in 1960,
but is easily
containing
reached by road
Chapter House,
from the town.
library, refectory
The atmosphere
and dormitories,
of quiet
and forming the
reflection and of
east side of the
work dedicated
cloister garth.
to the glory of
Walking round
God is the same
to the north of
now as it was in
the buildings,
the 13th century,
visitors today
when a
enter the church
community of
by a doorway in
monks first
the north
came to this
transept. In the
part of Moray.
original
plan
of
the
abbey
the
west
wall and
If you visit the abbey today, you can enjoy not
only the beauty of its architecture and its setting doorway would have disappeared to allow
but also something of the restful atmosphere of uninterrupted passage between the nave and the
devotion that has so deeply permeated this little crossing of the transepts and visitors can see the
foundation walls of the nave running out across
corner of Scotland.
Guests are received in the two guest houses: men the grass to the west.

Pluscarden Abbey Pt.1

and women of all faiths are welcome to make a
retreat here and to share in the prayer and work
of the community, or simply rest and renew
their focus on what is most important.
The monks sing the Mass and full Divine Office
each day in the abbey church, using gregorian
chant. All church services are open to the public.
The old pilgrim road to Pluscarden hugged the
forested hillside north of the valley and swept

It is unclear, however, if the nave ever existed, at
least above foundation level, and this part of the
grand design in fact awaits the future for its full
accomplishment. Meanwhile, a long, low,
modern building accommodating the
parlours, marks the line of the south aisle and of
the north side of the cloister square.
….continued in Spring
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Typhoons o’er Portknockie
from The RAF

With the news that the Lossiemouth
Tornado Squadrons are moving (No. 15
Squadron) or being disbanded (No. 12 and
No. 617 ‘The Dambusters’ Squadrons) in 2014,
the RAF have supplied a little technical
information about the Typhoon
‘Eurofighter’ that will soon be flying o’er the
village, and a little history about its original
namesake from WW2.

WW2’s Hawker Typhoon
SpecificationsLength: 31 ft., 11.5 in.
Wingspan: 41 ft., 7 in.
Crew: 1.
Maximum Speed: 412 mph.
Range: 510 miles.
Service Ceiling: 35,200 ft.
Power Plant: Napier Sabre liquid-cooled H-24
piston engine.
Armament: 4 × 20 mm Hispano M2 cannon,
8 × RP-3 unguided air-to-ground rockets,

overcome and the first flight of the Typhoon Mk
II took place on May 3rd, 1941. This plane was
armed with four 20mm cannon. In total 3,205
Typhoons would be built with cannon.
Initial tests showed that the Typhoon was 40
mph faster than the Mk VB Spitfire at 15,000 feet
and faster still at lower altitudes . No. 56
Squadron at Duxford was the first to receive the
Typhoon for operational purposes in September
1941. However some serious problems with the
aircraft meant that it did not fly ‘in anger’ until
May 1942. The first Typhoon kill was on August
9th, 1942, when a Typhoon from No. 266
Squadron shot down a Ju-88 off the Norfolk
coast.

In Scotland, Typhoons were stationed in the
Orkneys throughout the rest of the war years,
and would most certainly have flown over
Portknockie from time to time, even though
they were not stationed on the Moray Coast.
From the Orkneys, Typhoons would defend our
2 × 500 lb or 2 × 1,000 lb bombs.
northern reaches by targeting enemy shipping
The Hawker Typhoon was one of World War II’s and support bombing raids against occupied
most potent ground attack planes. It was one of Norway.
the first planes to provide ‘close air support’.
In late 1942, the Typhoon was given a bombThe design of the Typhoon started in 1938 when carrying capability. However, it is most famous
Hawker believed that they had developed an
for carrying rocket projectiles (RP’s). Famed for
engine that was twice as powerful as the Merlin low-level attack, such weaponry used against
engine that powered the legendary Hawker
trains, tanks, and the ships that the Scottish
Hurricane. Such an engine required a new
squadrons targeted, could be devastating.
aircraft. The main specification for this new
Towards the end of the war the Typhoon gave
aircraft was for a top speed of over 400 mph.
very effective cover as the Allies moved out of
The prototype Typhoon first flew in February
Normandy into occupied France and then
1940. An unreliable engine – the Sabre – initially Germany.
disrupted production but this problem was
10
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November’s Craft Sale
If you were unlucky to miss the craft sale at
the McBoyle Hall on 9th November - here’s
your opportunity to see a few of all the
incredible goodies that were on display for
Christmas gifts...
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by Damian Connell
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LETTER
Dear K’nocker,
My name is Bruce Leiper and I once stayed for a
spell in Portknockie, with David Mair. David was
owner and skipper of the fishing trawler Superb.
I had been working on the small trawler out of
Oban and we took leave in the crew’s town of
Portknockie while the boat was being repaired.
I'm now winding down my career as an
international school administrator and living in
Southern Brazil.
I was searching online today for information
about David Mair. His brother, James, was the
engine man in the small crew. David was kind
enough to offer me work when I was backpacking around the British Isles long ago, in
1970, and I carry fond memories of this short
time in my life.

My mother's family hails from Inverurie and
Kemnay, Scotland, and an uncle from Strichen.
I came across your addresses when reading an
issue of The K'nocker, and I'm hoping you might
either write back or send me the email address
of one of David Mair's relations. In addition to
making a connection with David's family, I'm
hoping with your help to find an image or two of
the trawler Superb.
Many thanks,
Bruce Leiper
Secondary Principal and IB Coordinator
International School of Curitiba, Av. Dr. Eugênio Bertolli,
3900 Santa Felicidade, Curitiba, PR,
Brazil 82410-530.
School Phone: (55) (41) 3525-7400, Cell Phone: (55) 41 8408-6590
Fax: (55) (41) 3525-7499, Email: bruce.leiper@iscbrazil.com

Can anybody help Bruce?

Young writers wanted
The K’nocker has a big gap in articles for young adults and wants to cater better to the young adults.
Do you have something of your generation to share with the whole village?
If so, get in touch with Peter (email: peter.evans.ab56@gmail.com).

1 Victoria Street,
Portknockie, AB56 4LQ
Tel: 01542-841627—Fax: 01542-841547

Lunches & Suppers served 6 days. Snacks,
Teas & Coffee served daily
Tuesdays 12.00-1.45pm: OAP’s Lunches
Bar & Lounge—7 En-suite Bedrooms—Wi-Fi
Weddings, Anniversaries, Birthdays, Funeral Teas,
Small Parties welcome
Family run hotel with friendly service in a welcoming atmosphere
E-mail: vic.hotel@btconnect.com Web: www.victoriahotelptk.co.uk
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RECIPE 1

Chicken with tarragon in white wine sauce

by Damian Connell

Serves 2
An easy to cook delicious and nutritious meal that takes less than 30 minutes to prepare.
Ingredients:
2 chicken breasts
4 spring onions
4 mushrooms
1 glass dry white wine
2 or 2 cloves of garlic
Knob of butter
2 or 3 dessert spoons of double cream
Tarragon
Olive oil
Pour a little olive oil into a large deep sided frying pan and put on a medium high temperature
hotplate. Put the chicken breasts on to fry and turn regularly to prevent burning.
After about 10 minutes, or when the chicken is golden brown add the mushrooms and crushed
garlic to the pan.
Once the mushrooms are
beginning to cook add the
chopped spring onions and fry
until the onions begin to glisten.
At this point add the wine to the
pan followed by the butter and
tarragon.
Reduce the heat until the sauce is
simmering and cover with a lid to
cook for about 10-15 minutes.
At this point the wine will have
evaporated, and the chicken can
be served on a plate. Add the
cream to the wine sauce and
quickly swirl around before
dressing the chicken with it.
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RECIPE 2

Roast vegetable soup

by Helen Field

Ingredients:
Small Sweet Potato
3 Carrots
2 Parsnips
1 Onion
Small amount of Squash
Vegetable stock (for use when blending)
Wash and peel vegetables and cut into chunks.
Place in oven proof
baking dish with ¼ pint
of water and a drizzle of
oil.
Heat oven to 180 degrees
and cook vegetables until
soft, stirring occasionally
to prevent sticking, for
approximately ½ to ¾
hour.
Place in blender with
vegetable stock.
Blend to a smooth
consistency.
Season to taste.
Serve with crusty bread
or oatcakes.

Perhaps you have tasty recipes that you would like
to share with K’nocker readers?
Please send it or them to the team - contact details on the back page.
Listermac Pharmacy
3 Union Street, Portknockie, Tel: 01542 840268

Shop hours: Mon-Fri 8.30-13.00, 14.00-17.30, Sat 8.30-13.00
Dispensing hours: Mon-Fri 9.00-10.20, 14.00-17.30
Out of hours contact: NHS 24 (tel: 08454 24 24 24)

NHS and private dispensing, minor ailment scheme,
chronic medication scheme, NHS smoking cessation
Greetings cards, jewellery & handbags

17

The K’nocker Winter 2013

GIANT WORD SEARCH

Banffshire Castles
Banffshire has many historic castles. Some are ruins, some are only known as sites.
Can you find them all? Try as we may, we cannot find one of them - which one can’t we
find? Answers in the next issue!
AUCHENHAMPER
AUCHINBADIE
AUCHINDOUN
AUCHINTOUL
BALNABREICH
BALRAVIE
BALVENIE
BANFF
BLAIRFINDY

BOYNE
CARNOUSIE
CRAIGOBOYNE
CROMBIE
CULLEN
CULLYKHAN
DELAVORAR
DESKFORD
DESKIE

Answers to Autumn 2013 issue’s Wordsearch
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DRUMIN
DRUMMUIR
DUFFTOWN
EDINGLASSIE
FINDLATER
FINDOCHTY
FINDON
FORDYCE
FORGLEN
GAULDWELL
GRANGE
INALTRIE
INCHDREWER
KILLIESMONT
KILNMAICHLIE
KININVIE
KINNAIRDY
LETTERFOURIE
LIGHNOT
MAYEN
MILTON
MONTEDEMAGY
MOUNTCARMEL
PITLURG
PORTSOY
ROTHIEMAY
SKEITH
STRIPE
TILLYDOWN
TULLOCHCARRON
WALLACES
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GIANT WORD SEARCH
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MUSIC

Seafield Sessions
Have you heard about Portknockie’s Seafield Sessions, the traditional and acoustic music
scene that meets from 2pm onwards at the Seafield Arms on the last Sunday of every
month?
This is part of a vibrant
music scene in the village,
and will often include
poetry and storytelling,
too. There are no guest
artists – whosoever turns
up makes the music. All
the sessions are different
but without exception
friendly & welcoming.
Entry is free and the
sessions are very
informal.
There are regular folk and
acoustic sessions at other
venues in the local area
too. These include:
Craigenroan Bar,
Portessie – 1st Friday of
every month; Victoria
Alan, Ronan, Alex, Dorothy and Madeline
Hotel, Portknockie – 2nd
Friday; Salmon Bothy, Portsoy – 3rd Friday; Clochan, Buckie – 4th Friday; Beggars Belief, Portsoy –
1st Sunday; Maitlands Bar, Whitehills – 2nd Thursday (but currently closed). (Please note that some
venues do have a small
charge for entry.)
Why not go along and
join in and don’t forget
your guitar, mandolin,
voice, fiddle or whatever
and mingle in what has
been called ‘musical
chaos’. Or you could just
be the audience if you
prefer. No charge, no
committee and definitely
no organisation.
For more information:
Call Tim & Dorothy
on 01542-841747,
or e-mail them at
timaspde@btinternet.com
Pat & Kev Cook (on Pipes) and Tim
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BUSINESS NEWS

Spar Shop: Portknockie’s convenience store
If you haven’t been into the newly refurbished Spar during the
last few months, you are in for a pleasant surprise.
Srini and the gang have invested an arm and a leg bringing our village
store up-to-date and definitely in to the 21st century.
The Post Office section has moved to behind the counter and there
are new shelving stands, set out in such a way as to offer much more
space to walk around while surveying the merchandise.
The extensive variety of new lines in stock is so
welcome to all of us who have previously elected
to travel elsewhere to look for choice - no real
need now - Spar has so much more than before.
Apart from groceries, household goods, sweets,
greetings cards, an improved selection of adult
drinks, the post office and the Lottery, Srini is
having a new Cash Dispenser installed in the wall
next to his garage door (behind the current bus
stop sign) - no more having to drive to Cullen in
the evening before popping into the village’s
pubs.

SPAR SHOP
Family Store, Off Licence & Post Office
Open early till late, every day

The Three Kings Inn
Anne & Campbell welcome you where you can
find the best of Scottish hospitality - 5 minutes
from Cullen beach and the Three Kings rocks

Post Office open Mon-Sat am, Mon pm
Lottery, Greetings Cards, Household Goods
Selection of Fruit, Veg, Frozen Foods, Bread,
Cakes, Sweets, Soft Drinks and more

Fine Ales & Spirits, Fine food, and
Fine Company
17/21 North Castle St, Cullen, AB56 4SA.
Tel: 01542 840031
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Extracts from a story of a heroic
K’nocker
by Willie Wilson formerly of 4 Addison Street

Portknockie 1st December 1948;
Bow Fiddle Lodge Records

A Banffshire Man’s Strange Experience
The chance arrival of an English herring drifter
at Buckie harbour in 1938 led to John Mair
meeting the man, who, twenty years earlier,
rescued him in the Straits of Dover. Prior to his
rescue, John did a courageous act for which he
was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross.
The skipper who came to his rescue that night
was Mr F. Strowger of Great Yarmouth.
John recalled that dreadful night…
In 1918 I was skipper of the drifter William Elliot
in the Dover Patrol. We were in the Straits of
Dover one dark night when three German
cruisers began firing on us. Our ship suffered
terribly and was soon in a sinking condition. Of
the ten man crew, only I and two others
remained alive. We lay low on the deck as the
Germans kept firing and it was evident that our
ship would not last long. At length the Germans
left and for a time we lay and waited. Satisfied

that they had gone, I decided to fire Very lights
in the hope of attracting some of our own ships.
Just as our drifter lifted its bow for its final
plunge a drifter came alongside and snatched
the three of us from our sinking vessel. Until I
met that skipper in Buckie I was unaware of who
had rescued me.
On board the drifter skippered by John Mair
were depth charges unlocked and ready for
dropping on enemy submarines and would have
exploded when the sinking vessel reached a
certain depth. Realising this, Mr Mair dashed to
the charges and locked them. For this brave act
while under fire from the enemy, he was
awarded the DSC.
Mr Mair and Mr Strowger had plenty to talk
about in connection with their war experiences
and are hoping to see each other later in the
summer.
(John Mair was a common name for K’nockers so
this story could relate to one of many. John,
Town Councillor, ex Bailie, and a fisherman,
lived in Victoria Street. Had we known his
T name his identity could have been readily
established; see Page 23 for an explanation of
T Names).

WINTER DRIVING TIPS FROM THE I.A.M.
It's finally getting colder. With the prospect
of more testing driving conditions arriving,
the IAM is reminding drivers how to cope.
Now is the time to start thinking about
how to adapt your driving to the wintry
weather, so that when conditions
become dangerously slippery you are ready
to react safely.
Check the weather in advance – don’t ignore
police warnings about closed roads. Ensure you
have de-icer and a scraper. Before setting off,
make sure you clean any ice or condensation
from all the windows to optimise visibility. A
squirt of WD40 will prevent your door locks
from freezing up.

As you drive, stay in higher gears and don’t drive
too fast to avoid losing control.
Leave plenty of distance between your car and
the car in front. On bends, approaching
junctions, and going downhill, reduce your
speed early so you have control.
Skidding on ice is the main concern for those
driving in freezing conditions. If your car loses
grip, take your foot off the accelerator, and point
the front wheels where you want to go. If you
find yourself in a skid, steer into it. Keep to the
main roads, as they’re more likely to be gritted.
Look for off road parking where possible or
gritted roads if not.

Make sure your wipers are in the off position
When you set off, do so in second gear, releasing
when you stop – they can freeze to the
the clutch and accelerating gently, avoiding high
window. Be prepared for the worst – icy
revs – this will prevent wheel spin.
conditions can affect everything.
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T Names

by Ian Mair

As our village grew in the 19th century most
K'nockers were Mairs, Woods, Slaters or
Piries. Alexander, James, John, David, and
William were the most common Christian
names that resulted in many villagers
sharing the same name.
Some would be recognised by their Christian
name and that of a parent. Children could grow
up and go through life and be known as Katerin
Anns Wullie or of a similar parent/child name.
Village women also had common Christian
names; Anne, Catherine, Margaret and Mary.
Christian names passed from one generation to
the next. Children were named after parents,
grandparents, uncles and aunts. Unlike today,
there were no Debbies, Donnas, Darrens, or
Declans.
Tracing my Portknockie Mair forefathers, I am
descended from James Mair, born, 1755 and
Margaret Slater and their son,John Mair
'Bobbin', born, 2/6/1792. As his father had no
T name, John may have been the first of the
'Bobbin' clan. John married Ann Wood, so I am
an early direct descendant of the three families
who first settled in Portknockie, the Mairs, the
Woods and the Slaters. Families were related
through marriage as most K'nocker men married
a girl from the village. My great grandparents,
John Mair 'Bobbin' and Catherine Mair Slater
raised eleven children at 18 Portknockie, (now 3
Seaforth Street). Many K'nockers are the great
grandchildren of that one couple.

T name 'Bobbin'. In each generation of my
family tree there has been a John. I am John Mair
of the sixth generation. I am also a direct
descendant of the K'nocker 'Parks'. My mam’s
granda’ was Joe Wood 'Park'.
If I have got any of the following T names wrong,
I apologise.
T names of the Mair family included Bobbin,
Dear, King, Peem, Saucey, Shavie and Shy.
Portknockies second family are the Woods and
as the family grew T names were also needed to
know who was who among the many who shared
the same Christian name. T names of the Wood
family included Grant, Kin, Park, Post, Royal,
and Wilken. Dominant T names of the Slaters
were Gray, Hawser, Mash, and Proper.
Portknockies fourth family was the Piries whose
T names included Darlin, Piper and Weck.
Among many other names used instead of
surnames to determine who was who in the four
predominant families were Buxer, Doful, Doo,
Doodie, Frank, Gajer, Mull, Thaker, Tappie,
Ticks, Rossie, and Rover.
Referring to someone by their T name was
inoffensive as villagers were recognised by their
Christian name and T name. As children, we
grew up ignorant of their surnames and
recognised K'nocker mannies only by their
T names like John Dear, Johnny Doo, Joe Park,
and Bob Wilken.

In those days, Portknockie Town Council had a
strict policy ensuring that one of the applicants
for council housing had to be a K'nocker. Private
The solution to the problem of so many villagers homes were usually inherited so there were very
sharing the same name was by the introduction few houses that were not occupied by K'nockers'.
of T names. T names were officially recognised
During the 1960s there were over eighty houseand were recorded on birth and death
holds which had a Mair as head of the family
certificates. My granda’, John Mair, a drifter
with the Woods a close second. The Mairs,
skipper, was known in the village as John
Woods, Slaters, and Piries no longer need to be
'Spunks'. Spunks was a bye name, not a T name recognised by their T name.
so his bye name should not be confused with his

Perhaps you have tales of yesteryear that you would like to share
with K’nocker readers?
Please send it or them to the team - contact details on the back page.
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WHAT’S ON
VILLAGE CALENDAR
Nov 30th: Christmas Lights switch-on at
Memorial Garden, 6.30pm, with refreshments
Dec 3rd: Seniors’ Club Christmas Party, Marine
Hotel, Buckie
Dec 7th: PCA Christmas Coffee Morning, McBoyle
Hall
Dec 18th & 20th: Nursery Christmas Parties
Feb 22nd: PCA ‘Do something different’ afternoon,
McBoyle Hall
REGULAR MEETINGS

Bingo: Alternate Wednesdays 7pm, Seafield Inn.
Bowls: Mon and Thurs 6.30pm, McBoyle Hall.
Darts League: Thursdays, Seafield Inn.
Heritage Group: First Mondays usually,
2–4pm, Hall Kirk, Cullen, September to May.
In Stitches: Tuesdays 10–12 noon, the Snug,
McBoyle Hall, a knitting and sewing group.
Live music: Second Fridays, Victoria Hotel and
Last Sunday, Seafield Inn.
Moray Coast U3A: Third Wednesdays. 2:30pm,
McBoyle Hall. Members’ meeting with guest
speakers.
Quiz night: Alternate Sundays, Victoria Hotel.
Scottish Country Dancing: Wednesdays
(except on Guild nights, when on Tuesdays),
7pm, Seafield Hall.
Pool League: Mondays, Seafield Inn.
Seafield (Portknockie) WRI: Fourth Thursdays
7pm, Seafield Hall.
Seniors’ Club: Third Tuesdays, Seafield Hall.
Toddler Club: Thursdays 1–2.30pm,
McBoyle Hall.
Walking Group: Thursdays 10.30am, McBoyle
Hall.
Youth Club: Tues; Primary 1–3, 6.00–7.00pm,
Primary 4–7, 7.00–8.00pm, McBoyle Hall.
CHURCH SERVICES AND GROUPS

Church of Scotland
Worship and Sunday School 11.15am.
Women’s Church Guild Second Wednesdays,
Seafield Hall.
Thurs Club, (Primary 5–7), 6–7.30pm, Seafield
Hall.
Church of Christ
Morning Worship, Sundays, 11am.
Gospel Service, Sundays, 6pm.
Ladies Fellowship, alternate Mondays, 7pm.
Prayer Meeting, Fridays, 7pm.

DIRECTORY
Last updated November 2012

Portknockie/Buckie area code is 01542
EMERGENCIES AND URGENT
Coastguard: Emergency 999; Aberdeen
enquiries 01224 592334
Environmental incidents: 0800 807060
Gas leaks: 0800 111999 (24hr)
NHS24 Health Advice: 08454 242424
Police: Emergency 999;
non-emergency 08456 005700
Power cuts: Scottish Hydro 0800 300999
Scottish Power 08452 727999 (both 24hr)
Telephone faults: BT 0800 800151
Water emergencies: 08456 008855 (24hr)
LOCAL SERVICES
Bed & Breakfast: 840169
Church of Scotland: 840951 (session clerk)
Community Warden: Andrew Mackie 07800 670662
Dentist: Buckie Dental Practice 831163
Doctors:
Seafield and Cullen Medical Centre 835577;
Ardach Health Centre 831555
Hospitals: Seafield Hospital 832081;
Dr Gray’s (Elgin), Aberdeen Royal Infirmary
08454 566000
Harbour Garage: 840099
Harbourmaster: 831700
Library: 841149, Tuesdays and Thursdays 2–4
and 5–7, Saturdays 10–12
Moray Council: switchboard 01343 543451, out
of hours 08457 565656; Buckie Access Point
837200; waste uplift 01343 557318 (after 10am)
Neighbourhood Watch: 840000 (John Myles)
Northern Oils: 832465
Nursery: 841825
Optician: McLachlan Opticians 832239
Pharmacy: 840268
Post Offices: Portknockie 840201;
Buckie sorting office 831252; Buckie 835642;
Cullen 840206; Findochty 831268
School: 840244
Stewart & Watson: 833255
TRAVEL INFORMATION
Airports: Aberdeen 08456 015929;
Inverness 01667 464000
Bus and coach: Stagecoach Bluebird 01343
544222; First Aberdeen 01224 650000;
National Express 08717 818178
Ferries: Northlink (Aberdeen) 08456 000449
Trains: Scot Rail 08457 550033 (tickets and
fares), 08456 015929 (information);
National Rail 08457 484950

NEXT ISSUE 1 March 2014; latest submissions: 1 February 2014, by e-mail unless arranged otherwise.
CONTACTS: Helen Field (tel: 840192; email: field7@tiscali.co.uk): calendar, meetings, directory, joining the team, and
advertising. Damian Connell (tel: 841724; email: damianc@redisle.com): subscriptions, photos, recipes, computing tips,
puzzles, community notice board, large print, and podcasts. Peter Evans (tel: 841740; email: peter.evans.ab56@gmail.com):
news, letters, business features, general features, and design.
PODCAST: Neil Hedley www.hedleyenterprises.co.uk

